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Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Remember when you learnt to drive...

• Some people will have started before you.

• Your instructor will probably have used a 
dual control car.

• You will have started to drive on quiet, back 
roads.

• Clutch control will have taken up a lot 
of your concentration away from the traffic 
on the roads.

• Some people pass first time, others take 
more attempts.

Learning to read using phonics 
is very similar to this process.





What is phonics?

• Sounds (graphemes)

demonstrate, containing, roamed, trivial, 

injured, whimper



Speed Sounds Set 1



Pure Sounds 
(ruthmiskin.com)



Speed Sounds Set 2



Writing with the simple code



Speed Sounds Set 3



Speedy sounds + Fred = 
decoding



Set 1 Speed Sounds



Virtual Classroom films



Virtual Classroom



Teach spelling using Fred Fingers



Three reads

1. Read every word accurately.

2. Read more words ‘at a glance’.

3. Read the whole story accurately, fluently and 
with a storyteller’s voice.



Three reads
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Pin it  on

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  
Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  
Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e  i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Bil ly the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  
Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e  i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  
Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  
learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e  n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   ck

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51
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Pla yda y

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hil l

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  
Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 
learning Speed Sounds  
Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In cPhon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

ou s  ci ou s  t i ou s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How sil ly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  
Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23



’Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’



Red Words



What books will children bring 
home?



Available from Amazon



• At five years old:

• Never read to - 4,622 words

• 1-2 times a week - 63,570 words

• 3-5 times a week - 169,520 words

• Daily - 296,600 words

• Five books a day - 1,483,300 words

• Science Daily (2019) 

• https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2
019/04/190404074947.htm



• The number and quality of the 
conversations they have with adults 
and peers throughout the day in a 
language-rich environment is crucial.

• The reading framework

• Teaching the foundations of literacy 

• DfE, July 2023

Learning through play



Talk with children – increasing vocabulary

• Cooking:

• ingredients, heavy, light, knead, yeast, dough, 
temperature, moisture, creamy, whisk…

• Walks:

• narrow, wide, curved, symmetrical, mottled, 
speckled, spiky, sharp, thorn…



Choose the best stories for your 
storytime

• Old and gold

• New and bold



Reading aloud is 
transformational

• Being read to is the most powerful 
predictor of a child’s future reading 

comprehension.



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds rather than letter names.

2. Use Fred Talk to help your child to read and 
spell words.

3. Listen to your child read their Storybook every 
day.

4. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.

5. Read stories to your child every day.



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Families Page:

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Parents carers and families 
webpage



Early Learning Goals

Fine Motor Skills: Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for 
fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

Comprehension: Demonstrate understanding of what has been 
read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own 
words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in stories; - Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Word Reading: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs; - Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending; - Read aloud simple sentences 
and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words.

Writing: Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed; - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters; Write simple 
phrases and sentences that can be read by others.







Reassurances

• Learning to read is not a race, it is a journey. Children are all 
individuals and will learn at different rates. Some children will 
benefit from more time at a level to consolidate their learning, 
some will need some extra teaching to help them keep up and 
some will travel quickly through earlier levels but not as quickly 
later on.

• Some children have begun school knowing some sounds, some do 
not. This is normal.

• Read Write Inc is a complete literacy programme – it teaches 
phonic knowledge, spelling, handwriting, decoding, fluency, 
expression, punctuation, grammar, comprehension and enjoyment 
of reading.





• Reading feeds the imagination. It 
expands horizons and offers new and 
exciting ways of seeing and making 
sense of our lives and of the world 
around us.

• Michael Morpurgo
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