An introduction to
sponsoring a child
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A life of poverty to a life of possibilities

Thanks for picking up this leaflet!

We’'d like to introduce child sponsorship
through a true story, about a young boy
named Jonah.

Jonah has two younger brothers and a
sister and they’re all from a remote village
in Uganda. The tragedy is that their mother
died and their father wasn’t giving them the
support they needed. As a result Jonah as
the oldest brother looked after his younger
siblings, though the truth is they were
struggling to even have enough food.

But this is only the beginning of the story.
Empower a Child is a Christian organisation
that reaches out to orphans and vulnerable
children in East Africa. The aim, to break the
cycle of poverty and create a generation of
children that will become self-sustainable adults.

Jonah, his brothers, and his sister, were well-
known by our team of national staff. They
received food through our outreach programs
and are always looked out for by our team.

But with no money for school or education, how
would they break out of this cycle of poverty?

Jonah holding his sister, 2012
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Jonah with his sister, 2012

This is one of the biggest issues in East Africa.
Children cannot afford school. The result:

they have no education, meaning when they
become adults they lack the skills to earn

a good wage, and so the cycle continues.
They start a family and the financial burden of
school means that their children miss out on
an education too.

This is where the Empower a Child
sponsorship program comes into action. It’s

a way to break this cycle. We offer you the
opportunity to sponsor a child. Not just any
child, but a specific child who we’ve met and
cared for during our ministry. A child who
otherwise would have no chance of education.

We strongly believe in the power of God’s
providence. And if it’s on your heart to partner
with us, you can sponsor a child, to pay for
their school fees and basic needs.
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This is precisely the beautiful ending for Jonah
and his siblings. All four of the children have a
sponsor and as a result are now in school and
learning. They have guaranteed meals, the
safety of a school environment and regular
support through our ongoing programs.

Do you know one of the greatest beauties of
child sponsorship? The God-given potential of
every child we meet. In fact, Empower a Child
was founded by a Ugandan who was once

a child in a similar position to many of the
young people we work with. But through the
grace of God, an American citizen sponsored
Wilson Kabeera for his education. Can you
see the great fruit that has followed from
Wilson being sponsored?

Empower a Child is a ministry that has over
500 children sponsored in East Africa; and
Empower a Child was born through the fruit of
a sponsored child. Can you see the potential
of every young person in Africa?
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Well we believe God has written a great story
on the heart of every single child.

So, will you partner with us to break the cycle
of poverty; to encourage and equip a child;
and to give them an education?

You can help transform a life of poverty into a
life of possibilities.

God is a great miracle worker - so we

pray that you will consider partnering with
Empower a Child as we bring the message of
God’s grace to children in East Africa. You can
help change the life of a child by giving them
the gift of education.

Thank you for
your time and
consideration.

James Welch
UK Director
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What does sponsorship provide?

If the stories of Jonah and Wilson still leave
you with questions about sponsorship,
hopefully the following will help answer them.

What does sponsorship provide?

Your sponsorship provides practical support
for young people in need, with formal
education, vocational training and mentoring
programs. School students are also
supported with basic necessities, such as
provision of blankets, mosquito nets, shoes
and soap, and medical needs which may arise.

Sponsorship also provides a real long-term
relationship between the sponsor/s and child.
We really encourage that you write to them
(your letters will be very special to the child)
and pray for them regularly. You can also
send your child gifts, such as clothes and
stationery, toys or even monetary gifts for
their birthday and at Christmas. Check out
the Empower a Child International Facebook
page to see some of our current sponsored
children receiving their gifts. Each year you'll
also receive reports on the child’s progress in
school and at home.

The financial cost of sponsorship
Sponsorship is a monthly fee that can be paid
in various instalments. Sponsoring a child
should be taken with careful consideration

as we wish to see every child on the program
complete their education through university
or vocational training. So if you’re unable to
commit for that long, we can help you choose
an older child, for example a child beginning
secondary school. We ask for a minimum
commitment of two years to sponsor a child
however it is highly preferable that sponsors
pay the monthly fee to support their child
though to completion of their education.

If you want to know more about the direct
financial cost don’t hesitate to get in touch.

AS you are Sponsoring a SpeCiﬁC Chlld’ you

also have the opportunity to travel to East
Africa to meet them. We run a volunteering
program throughout the year which you can
join while meeting the child that you sponsor.

We reach out in the poorest communities,
typically rural and some slums. This means
children may not have the everyday essentials
which we take for granted like running water
and electricity. The child may need to walk far
to collect water before going to school.
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If you have questions about sponsorship or
you’re just ready to get going, then please get
in touch with us.

Email us: info@empowerachild.org.uk
Call us: +44 (0)7764 200 029

Find us online: empowerachild.org.uk
Registered office: Empower a Child UK
Cornerstone House, 14 Willis Road,
Croydon CRO 2XX
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