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Using capital letters and 
full stops correctly is a Key 

Stage 1 objective.  
Therefore, a child cannot 

be working at the expected 
standard for the end of Key 

Stage 2 without these!





• Teaching based around varied and exciting books

• Exposure to different text types and 
representations

• Interesting and engaging

• Leads to writing with a purpose



• Transcription 
• Handwriting
• Phonics and spelling

• Sentence level work

• Developing paragraphing, cohesion and genre in 
long pieces of work



• Focus on ”perfect sentences”.

• Children don’t need to think about 
composition, freeing up working memory to 
focus on handwriting, spelling and 
punctuation.

• Teaching self-editing skills.





• Correct letter formation in 
EYFS and Year 1

• Moving onto cursive in Year 2

• Practise at home using the 
Ruth Misken resources

Handwriting



If you can’t say it, you can’t 
write it!

Use oral rehearsal.

Think about 
“standard English”

Keep talking!

Oracy



• Taught through the RWI spelling 
programme

• Children find homophones and near 
homophones particularly tricky e.g. 
(their/there/they’re, where/were, our/are)

• Regular reading has the biggest single 
impact on spelling

Spelling



Spelling – Years 1 & 2



Spelling – Years 3 - 6









Simple Progressive Perfect Perfect progressive

Past I walked I was walking I had walked I had been walking

Present I walk I am walking I have walked I have been walking

Future I will walk I will be walking I will have walked I will have been 
walking

Children find it particularly hard to remember  the verbs ”to be” and “to 
have” – in all their different forms! 
“To be” includes was, were, am, are, is, be, being, been
”To have” includes has, have, had, having



Conjunctions Example

Single-clause or simple 
sentence

One main clause We went to the park.

Co-ordinating multi-clause 
sentence (compound 
sentence)

Two main clauses for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

(FANBOYS)

We went to the park and it 
was raining.

Sub-ordinating multi-clause 
sentence (complex sentence)

A main clause and a 
subordinate clause

if, since, as, whilst, 
although, when, after, 
before, until, because

(I saw a wabub)

Although it was raining, we 
went to the park.





Communicates a complete 
idea

Contains a subject and a verb

Begins with a capital letter and 
ends with a punctuation mark



1.This is a sentence.

2.What sort of sentence is this?

3.What a great sentence!

4.Write a sentence.



1.This is a sentence.

2.What sort of sentence is this?

3.What a great sentence!

4.Write a sentence.

statement

question

exclamation

command



Year 1
• Jack went to the market.
• Mum was sad and she threw the beans.
• He saw a giant and a pot of gold.
• Jack took the hen and the harp.

Year 2
• Jack’s mother told him to sell the cow 

because they needed money.
• Jack got magic beans from an old

 man but his mum was angry.
• Jack saw an enormous, sleeping giant.
• The beans grew into a big beanstalk.
• Why did Jack climb the beanstalk?
• What a beautiful castle?
• Climb the beanstalk.

Year 3
• Jack climbed the beanstalk once his mother had gone to bed.
• Finally, Jack arrived at the castle on top of the clouds.
• Carefully, Jack climbed the beanstalk so that he could satisfy 

his curiosity.

Year 4
• After saying farewell to his mother, Jack carefully climbed the 

gigantic beanstalk until he reached the magnificent castle in 
the clouds.

• When he eventually reached the top of the gigantic 
beanstalk, Jack was exhausted.

Year 6
• The enraged giant chased Jack down the giant beanstalk.
• Jack was chased down the gigantic beanstalk by the enraged 

giant.

Year 5
• Through the small crack in the castle door, Jack could see the 

enormous giant who was asleep in the kitchen.
• A magnificent castle, which had a huge front door, stood on top 

of the clouds.
• Tiptoeing past the sleeping giant, Jack wondered whether he 

could make it out of the castle alive.
• The giant was certainly going to be angry when he noticed his 

harp was missing.

Reception
• Jack had magic beans.
• Mum was sad.



• Watching the teacher
• The teacher “thinks out loud”, editing and reflecting as they write
• The teacher work may provide a plan or an outline for the writing







1 Starting with an “-ing” word (in the progressive tense)
2 Include a relative clause (who/which/that)
3 Describe what you can smell or hear
4 Begin with an adverb or adverbial phrase
5 Include a simile or metaphor
6 Add a sentence with fewer than six words or a rhetorical question



1 Starting with an “-ing” word (in the progressing tense)
Parading down the street were a peculiar assortment of animals.

2 Include a relative clause (who/which/that)
The hare, who had ears pointing toward the sun, proudly led the procession of of creatures.

3 Describe what you can smell or hear
Passers-by fell silent; all that could be heard was the click of claws on tarmac.

4 Begin with an adverb or adverbial phrase
Underneath the lowering clouds, owls and red kites circled, guarding the animal army .

5 Include a simile or metaphor.
Like the calm before the storm, the air felt heavy with expectation.

6 Add a sentence with fewer than six words or a rhetorical question
Something strange was about to happen.



Parading down the street were a 
peculiar assortment of animals.  
The hare, who had ears pointing 
toward the sun, proudly led the 
procession of of creatures.  
Passers-by fell silent; all that could 
be heard was the click of claws on 
tarmac. Underneath the lowering 
clouds, owls and red kites circled, 
guarding the animal army .  Like 
the calm before the storm, the air 
felt heavy with expectation. 
Something strange was about to 
happen.



• The fairies were playing on the 
school field because…

• Because the fairies were playing on 
the school field,

• Although the fairies were playing on 
the school field,

• When the fairies were playing on the 
school field,

• Whilst the fairies were playing on 
the school field,

• Until the fairies played on the 
school field,

• After the fairies played on the 
school field,



• Full stops and capital letters
• Commas, question marks, exclamation marks
• Apostrophes for contraction and possession
• Speech punctuation
• Ellipsis, dashes and brackets
• Colons and semi-colons
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